Round 3
II. Social Fragmentation (Subsection Topic)
A. The decline of community “togetherness”

I.A. - Across the United States, Americans with a high school education or less are increasingly
living in “civic deserts”. A “civic desert” is a community that lacks shared gathering places such
as parks, libraries, and coffee shops. Without these “third places” people have fewer
opportunities to form friendships and build trust with their neighbors, leading to social isolation
and weakened community ties. Your city has a large population of residents with a high school
education and relatively few public or semi-public spaces that promote togetherness. As more
social interactions move online, your city’s leadership has become concerned about declining
social cohesion and the loss of local connectedness.

Your consulting firm, which specializes in community development projects, has been hired by
the city to draft a three-part revitalization plan focused on rebuilding community trust and
increasing opportunities for residents to interact face-to-face. Research examples of “third
places” and identify what makes them effective. Identify three key interventions or initiatives
your city can implement to restore social connection. For each initiative, provide a short analysis
of how each intervention will increase trust and cooperation across different demographic or
social groups. Focus on non-digital solutions that foster in-person interaction, civic engagement,
and a shared sense of community belonging.



